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Call to Worship  
 

In ELCA congregations, a “call to worship” is any word, song, or action that gathers the community and invites us to recognize that God is the one who has called us together. Often 
this happens through an opening hymn, greeting, or brief liturgical dialogue that moves us from everyday busyness into a shared awareness of God’s presence and grace. In Lutheran 

understanding, worship is primarily God’s action; the call to worship simply helps us respond, with humility and joy, to the God who already welcomes us. 
 

Prelude and Welcome 
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Gathering Hymn ChrisƟans sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregaƟon, prepare their hearts  
for worship, and give an audible tesƟmony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.     
              

                The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing          ELW #531 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God SighƟngs Briefly share where and how you've experienced God this past week. 
Grounding we take Ɵme to ground ourselves to hear, experience, and respond to our ChrisƟan call in Christ Jesus  
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GreeƟng  
 

ChrisƟans sing the Kyrie—“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy”—because it is a simple, ancient prayer that 
turns us honestly toward God’s compassion at the very start of worship. In ELCA teaching, this sung plea is both personal and 

communal: we bring our own brokenness and the world’s suffering before God, trusƟng that mercy, not judgment, is God’s deepest 
word to us in Christ. The Kyrie prepares us to hear Scripture and share the Meal by centering us in grace, and it joins our local 

congregaƟon to the global church’s long, hopeful cry for healing and peace.  
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.  
 

Kyrie                                   

 
We include the Kyrie—“Lord, 

have mercy”—because 
ChrisƟan worship begins by 
honestly naming our need 
for God’s compassion and 

help, both personally and for 
the whole world. In ELCA 

pracƟce, the Kyrie is a sung 
or spoken dialogue in which 

the assembly calls on 
Christ’s mercy, oŌen linking 
our prayers to the suffering, 

injusƟce, and longing 
around us, so that worship 
reflects “the wideness of 

God’s mercy for the whole 
world.” This simple, 

repeated prayer centers us 
in grace, prepares us to hear 
the Word, and connects our 
local worship to the global 

church’s ancient cry for 
God’s healing and peace. 

 
You might find it meaningful 
to explore how ELCA worship 
uses different musical styles 
and cultures to express the 

Kyrie while sƟll keeping 
mercy at the heart of our 

common prayer. 
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Confession and Pardon 
 

We have confession in Christian worship because, as Luther teaches, confession has two parts: we honestly name our sins before 
God and we receive God’s forgiveness as sheer gift. In ELCA life, corporate confession acknowledges that we sin both individually 

and communally—“by what we have done and by what we have left undone”—and that of harmful oppressive systems that harm the 
most marginalized and vulnerable, calling for our repentance. Confession is not meant to shame us but to free us: standing in the 

“bright light” of God’s truth, we trust that God’s mercy in Christ never abandons us and that the Holy Spirit is at work to transform 
our lives toward love and justice.  

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given in to the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
. 
 
 



 

 6 

CanƟcle of Praise 
. 

The “CanƟcle of Praise” (such as “Glory to God in the highest” or “This is the Feast” "Now the Feast and CelebraƟon) usually 
appears earlier in the liturgy, in the Gathering, to celebrate God’s presence and the saving work of Christ as we begin worship. 

. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and 
pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Temple Talk 
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Here is a lisƟng of only some of this Sunday’s images. MaƩhew’s parable merges several 
biblical images that describe our life with God. The wedding suggests life-long love, 
commitment to the other, and communal joy in the union as a descripƟon of God’s 
choosing and caring for us. Especially in a culture in which food was not plenƟful and cheap, 
the feast connotes communal parƟcipaƟon and extraordinary fullness. God is likened to 
a king, to whom is due honor and service.  

 
 
 
 
 

We are guests: that is, the meal is 
God’s, not ours. The wedding 

robe suggests the white garment 
of bapƟsm. Since the Bible oŌen 

describes God as light, outer 
darkness suggests life totally 

distant and apart from God. Paul 
calls the somewhat problemaƟc 

Philippian assembly his crown. 
Another ten images fill the poem 

from Isaiah.  
 
 
 
 
 

God not only throws out the unprepared guest: God also shelters us from storm, removes 
the shroud that finally covers all humans, like some kind of monster eats up death, and like 
a lover or a parent wipes away our tears.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Word 

Images in the Readings 
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First Reading  - Isaiah 25:1-9 
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done 
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a 
heap, the forƟfied city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is a city no more; it will never be 
rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; ciƟes of ruthless naƟons will fear you. 
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter 
from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a 
winter rainstorm, the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat 
with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was sƟlled. 
 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he 
will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the covering that is 
spread over all naƟons; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe 
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, “See, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us 
be glad and rejoice in his salvaƟon.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside sƟll waters. 
You restore my soul, O Lord, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

This stunning eschatological poem invokes the images of city, ruins, 
palace, shelter, cloud, mountain, feast, wine, shroud, tears. God is  

described as swallowing up death, consuming its danger so that we 
remain alive and safe. The poem is chosen as a parallel to MaƩhew’s 

picture of the king providing a banquet for a surprising group of 
guests. For ChrisƟans, the tomb of Christ has swallowed death. Be  
sure that a masterful reader proclaims this amazing ancient poem.  
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Second Reading - Philippians 4:1-9 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 
in this way, my beloved. 
 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you 
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the 
work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are 
in the book of life. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplicaƟon with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. As for the things that 
you have learned and received and heard and noƟced in me, do them, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

Gospel AcclamaƟon  
The gospel acclamaƟon is included in the order of worship so the assembly can stand and joyfully welcome Christ who comes to 

us in the reading of the gospel. In ELW and other ELCA resources, this sung alleluia or other song is treated as one of the chief 
acclamaƟons of the liturgy, highlighƟng that the gospel reading is a special moment when the living Word is proclaimed in our 
midst. By singing before the gospel, we honor God’s presence in scripture, connect the readings with praise, and let the whole 

community parƟcipate bodily and vocally in receiving the good news.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul once again provides a balance for MaƩhew: 
even though there is controversy within the Philippian 

community, Paul sƟll praises it as his joy and his 
crown. “The Lord is near”: the church recognizes the 
risen Lord here, in word, sacrament, and assembly.  
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Gospel—Matthew 22:1-14 
 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent 
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, 
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he 
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves 
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noƟced a man there who was not wear-
ing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the aƩendants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.        
 
 

 

God calls us to life together, described here as a wedding banquet 
for the prince. ChrisƟans have likened the love of Christ for the 
church as a marriage and holy communion as the banquet that 

God provides: recall the wedding imagery in the hymn “Soul, 
adorn yourself with gladness.” Some interpreters have likened the 
“wedding robe” to a white garment of bapƟsm, and some Chris-
Ɵans have literalized the eschatological metaphors and specify 
heaven as an everlasƟng joyous banquet and hell as perpetual 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Sermon                                                                                Pastor Jill 
There is a sermon in ChrisƟan worship because God conƟnues to speak a living, personal word of law and gospel into our pre-

sent lives, not only in the past events of Scripture. In ELCA understanding, preaching is “the living and contemporary voice” that 
interprets the Bible’s witness to the crucified and risen Christ and proclaims both our need for grace and the free giŌ of that 

grace “for you.” A sermon is meant not just to talk about God but to be a means of grace itself, helping people actually encoun-
ter Christ, connect faith with their real struggles and joys, and be equipped for mission and service in daily life. 

 
 
Sermon Notes 
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 Hymn of the Day                      As We Gather At Your Table         ELW #522 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

ChrisƟans in the ELCA say the Apostles’ Creed in worship because it is a shared, ancient summary of the ChrisƟan faith that 
unites us with believers across Ɵme and around the world. When we confess “I believe,” we are not proving our worthiness but 

gratefully trusƟng the triune God who creates, redeems, and makes us holy, as Luther explains in the Small Catechism’s 
teaching on the Creed. Speaking the Creed together in the liturgy helps shape our worldview, guides how we read Scripture, and 

comforts us with the promise that our lives are held in God’s grace. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 

 
* In the Apostles' Creed, "catholic" means "universal." It refers to the whole Church of Christ—all ChrisƟans, in every Ɵme and place—not just the Roman Catholic Church.  
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

As MarƟn Luther emphasized, ChrisƟans are called to love and serve their neighbors in their daily vocaƟons. The Prayers of 
Intercession are one way the gathered Church pracƟces that calling, liŌing before God the needs of neighbors both near and far.  

 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.  
A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World 
Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world my 
know your undivided love.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of 
natural beauty and restore our relaƟonship with the land.   
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 
communiƟes facing disasters (regions in crisis may be named) and give your courage to 
those leading relief efforts.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or 
suffering (especially). 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregaƟon 
to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.   
 

For what else do we pray? We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We 
give thanks for those who have gone before us.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

TrusƟng in your boundless grace, O God, we liŌ these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts. Amen.  
 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 



 

 13 

 Offering  
 

The offering is part of the order of worship because our giving is a visible, communal response to God’s grace, not a “fee” for 
aƩending church. In ELCA teaching, we “gather an offering for the poor and the mission of the Church” as a way of connecƟng 

the Word we have heard with concrete love of neighbor and service in the world. The offering of money, food, bread and wine—
and even music—is a sign that we offer our “selves, our Ɵme, and our possessions” back to God for life and love in the world. 

 
 

As part of our worship we offer back to God a porƟon of the blessings we have received 
supporƟng God’s work in the world. If you would like to parƟcipate, please place your giŌ 
in the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute online.  
 

If you are new or visiƟng — welcome, we are glad you’re here!  We’d love to keep in touch. 
Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews and place it in the offering plate to join 
our email list and receive updates.  
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray...God of creaƟon, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

HOLY MEAL 
 

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.  
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

LiŌ up your hearts. We liŌ them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
  

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us  the 
way of everlasƟng life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Sanctus  
 

Proclaiming God’s holiness: the repeƟƟon of “Holy” three Ɵmes emphaƟcally declare God’s unique,  
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding. 
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The Words of InsƟtuƟon              
 

We speak the words of insƟtuƟon in Holy Communion because, as Luther teaches, “the chief thing is God’s Word and 
ordinance,” not our feelings or acƟons. In the ELCA, these biblical words—“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sin”—proclaim Christ’s promise and, joined to the bread and wine, make the sacrament what it is: the true presences in the 

body and blood of Christ given for us. Saying them aloud assures each communicant that this giŌ is personally “for you,” so that 
we may trust God’s forgiveness, life, and salvaƟon offered at the table. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.   
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God.  
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.    
  
Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We pray for the giŌ of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world.  
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. Amen.  
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Lamb of God  
We sing “Lamb of God” in worship because this biblical Ɵtle for Jesus proclaims that the crucified and risen Christ is the one who 

takes away the sin of the world and gives us peace. In ELCA congregaƟons, “Lamb of God” is oŌen sung during Holy 
Communion, surrounding the meal with praise that echoes RevelaƟon’s song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered,” and 

reminding us that the bread and wine we receive are the self-giving love of Christ for us and for all creaƟon. This shared song 
helps the whole assembly join in the church’s ancient confession that our hope, forgiveness, and life rest in Jesus, God’s Lamb.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer MaƩhew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Communion   
 

Holy Communion is included in the order of worship because, in Lutheran teaching, it is one of the central “means of grace” 
through which God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and sends us as witnesses to the gospel. The ELCA affirms that Word and Meal 
belong together as one act of worship: we hear Christ in the Scriptures and preaching, and then receive Christ’s body and blood 

in bread and wine, being strengthened for life, salvaƟon, and service in the world. CelebraƟng Communion regularly keeps us 
rooted in God’s mercy and in the shared table where all are welcomed, forming us as a community of grace and jusƟce for 

others 
 
 

Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the 
“body of Christ”. Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to 
share their faith.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.  
 
Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a 
gluten-free communion bread opƟon. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let 
one of the ushers know. 
 
Music for reflecƟon during Communion.  
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Mission Statement 
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relaƟonship with God, each 

other, community, and all of creaƟon. 

Post Communion Blessing  
 

Post-communion blessings are included because, aŌer we have received  
Christ’s body and blood, the church prays that this giŌ will bear fruit in our lives of faith, service, and love for neighbor. In ELCA 
 resources, the prayer aŌer communion and the final blessing act as a “hinge point,” giving thanks for the meal and asking God 

to send us out as Christ’s body in the world, “that we may be God’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.” In this  
way, the blessing does not add more grace than Communion already gives, but gently names and affirms the grace we have  

received and our calling to live it for others. 

 
The God of love draw you into the full accord and of one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer AŌer Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberaƟon, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 

There is a Sending at the end of worship because God does not gather us only for our own comfort, but to equip and send us 
into the world as Christ’s people. In ELCA understanding, the whole paƩern—Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—moves toward 

this moment when, blessed and nourished, we are told “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” or “Remember the poor,” so that worship 
flows directly into daily discipleship and jusƟce-seeking love. The Sending reminds us that what we have received in Word and 

Sacrament is for the life of the world, and that Christ goes with us into every place we live, work, and serve.  
 

 
BenedicƟon  
The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

Next week’s readings 
1st Reading— Isaiah 45:1-7, Psalm—Psalm 96:1-9[10-13]; 2nd Reading—1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Gospel: MaƩhew 22:15-22 
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 Sending Song    ChrisƟans sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transiƟon back to daily life.             
                 

      Praise and Thanksgiving                    ELW #689 

 
                     

 

Dismissal 
Go in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  
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