
 

   

 

5th Sunday aŌer Pentecost  

Northlake Lutheran Church 
Kenmore, Washington 

June 28, 2026 

 

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in Christ also 
includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s presence in eve-

ry circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable through a lifeƟme. 

The texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the people of God, from arguably 
the most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22; semiconƟnuous series) to the proc-

lamaƟon of God’s everlasƟng faithfulness (Psalms 89 and 13). 

Does our worship avoid faithful lament? 

Marked by transformaƟon as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally em-
bodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness, grief, and 
betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are idenƟfied with 

Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s story and purpose. 

The greatest challenge of faith for most ChrisƟans is the moment of suffering, so this day in-
vites us to pracƟce faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept under 

the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our scriptures, 
however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound realiƟes. The psalmist wails a prayer in faith 
that not only laments abandonment by God but also confesses God’s steadfast love (Psalm 
13; semiconƟnuous series). The story of Abraham and Isaac haunts our imaginaƟons when 

we expect God to make life easy. 

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full-hearted 
proclamaƟon of the depths of life in Christ. 

As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.  
We invite you to a Ɵme of silence and focus. 

 
We cherish the presence of children in our services. If your liƩle one needs a moment to move or reset, the  

library is available with toys and books, and the service is live-streamed there so you won’t miss a thing.  
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Call to Worship  
 

God’s invitaƟon for the community to worship 

Prelude and Welcome 
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Gathering Hymn ChrisƟans sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregaƟon, prepare their hearts  
for worship, and give an audible tesƟmony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.     
              

                   All Are Welcome                                             ELW #641 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God SighƟngs share where and how you've experienced God this past week 
Grounding we take Ɵme to ground ourselves to hear, experience, and respond to our ChrisƟan call in Christ Jesus  
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Kyrie  
 

an acknowledgment of God’s grace and peace 
 
                              

A call to 
compassion: the 

act of seeking 
and receiving 
God’s mercy 
through the 

Kyrie                                       
inspires believers 

to show 
compassion and 
forgiveness to 
others in their 

daily lives. 



 

 5 

Confession and Pardon 
 

a communal acknowledgement of sin and need for God 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
. 
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Thanksgiving 
. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of jusƟce and mercy reshape the 
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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Both of the two primary images in today’s readings are somewhat alien to us. In the Bible, a 
true prophet is not a fortune teller or a court appointee, but rather the mouthpiece of God, 
proclaiming not what will be, but what is. For ChrisƟans, the preeminent prophet is Christ, 
whose words of God are spoken through the scriptures and in the bread and wine. The 
words are always double-sided, aƩending to both human sin and divine mercy—what 
Lutherans have called “law and gospel.” 

The idea in a slave economy is that 
everyone is born into a lifelong place 

in a hierarchy in which each obeys 
those who are above and cares for 

those who are below. Persons could 
not choose or alter their place in the 

hierarchy, and many ChrisƟans taught 
that God was responsible for who 

was placed where in this ordering of 
obedience. Despite our resistance to 
this idea, Paul writes that we are all 

born slaves of sin. The freedom of 
our will comes only through bapƟsm, 
administered in many denominaƟons 

even to infants, transferring our 
allegiance over to God and the 

neighbor. We are enslaved to God—
in our culture, not an aƩracƟve 

suggesƟon. 

The Word 

Images in the Readings 
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Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
 from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
 you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
 I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
‘I will establish your line forever, 
 and preserve your throne for all generaƟons.’ ”  
Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
 They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 
They rejoice daily in your name; 
 they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
For you are the glory of their strength, 
 and by your favor our might is exalted. 
Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 
 our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 
 
Second Reading - Romans 6:12-23 
 

Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. No longer 
present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to 
God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 
not under law but under grace. 
 

 

First Reading  - Jeremiah 28:5-9 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all 
the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, and the prophet Jeremiah said, 
“Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied and 
bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the 
exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the 
people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient Ɵmes prophesied war, famine, 
and pesƟlence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that 
the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MaƩhew wrote about true and false teachers 
against the backdrop of his knowledge of Jewish 

religious history, which he saw as conƟnued in the 
ministry of Jesus. Like Jeremiah, Jesus and the evan-
gelist warn against false words that sound religious-
ly pleasing. Just as Jeremiah suffered, so did Jesus, 

and so will contemporary believers.  
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Gospel AcclamaƟon We sing the Alleluia to express joy, prepare for the word of God, and acknowledge Christ's 
presence in the gospel.   

The church receives the message from Paul as a true 
word from God: lives of sin lead only to one’s own 

death, but eternal life comes through incorporaƟon 
into the death of Christ Jesus. Freedom is other than 
the popular idea that I can do anything I want to do; 

rather, the freedom of bapƟsm is slavery to the 
righteousness of Christ.  

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have 
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted and 
that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. I am 
speaking in human terms because of your limitaƟons. For just as you once presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sancƟficaƟon. 
 
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what fruit did 
you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have 
leads to sancƟficaƟon, and the end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
giŌ of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel—Matthew 10:40-42 
 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a proph-
et will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name 
of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, and whoever gives even a 
cup of cold water to one of these liƩle ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none 
of these will lose their reward.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.        
 

 

 

 

 

The church is called to trust that, appearanc-
es to the contrary notwithstanding, God will 
reward those who live as faithful ChrisƟans. 

MaƩhew’s belief that ChrisƟan preachers 
speak the words of Christ and bear the power 
of God has conƟnued to figure in controver-

sies over church leadership . 

Sermon                                                                                Pastor Jill 
 
Sermon Notes 
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 Hymn of the Day            God, We Gather as Your People             ACS #1038 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

An affirmaƟon of faith. We confess our faith through a creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

We pray for the needs of God’s people and all of creaƟon. 
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.  
A brief silence. 
 

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish us 
so we can proclaim your hope to the world.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestaƟon, and polluƟon. Help us 
to culƟvate and care for the natural world around us.  
God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division (places experiencing division may be 
named). Sustain the work of prophets in our Ɵme, and work through world leaders to foster 
understanding, jusƟce, and peace.  
God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emoƟonally, and spiritually.  
(We pray especially for). Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their 
generous service.   
God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew 
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors.  
God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

For what else do we pray? Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this 
community and of the wider church and world. We give thanks for saints of all Ɵmes and 
places (like Irenaeus, Biship of Lyons whom the church remembers today).   
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

TrusƟng you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, 
O God, through Jesus our Savior.  
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 

Offering  
 

where we give of our Ɵme, money and talents for the work God has called us to 
 
 

As part of our worship we offer back to God a porƟon of the blessings we have received 
supporƟng God’s work in the world. If you would like to parƟcipate, please place your giŌ in 
the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute 
online.  
 

If you are new or visiƟng — welcome, we are glad you’re here!  We’d 
love to keep in touch. Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews 
and place it in the offering plate to join our email list and receive 
updates.  
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray...Loving God, we offer at your table the giŌs of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creaƟon can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

HOLY MEAL 
 

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.  
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

LiŌ up your hearts. We liŌ them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
  

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us  the 
way of everlasƟng life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus  
 

Proclaiming God’s holiness: the repeƟƟon of “Holy” three Ɵmes emphaƟcally declare God’s unique,  
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding. 
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The Words of InsƟtuƟon              
 

To remember and enact Jesus' own words at the Last Supper.  
As read in MaƩhew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:19-20 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.   
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God.  
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.    
  
Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We pray for the giŌ of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world.  
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. Amen.  



 

 16 

Lord’s Prayer MaƩhew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Lamb of God agnus dei; connecƟng the Eucharist to Christ’s atoning sacrifice and affirming the 
community’s belief in his redempƟve work 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion   

 
Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the “body of Christ”. 

Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to share their faith.  
ALL ARE WELCOME. 

 
Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a gluten-free 
communion bread opƟon. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let one of the ushers know.  
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Communion Song                 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus             ELW #802 
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Prayer AŌer Communion 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  + strengthen you and keep you in God's 
grace. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the giŌs of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
SENDING 
 

 
a reaffirmaƟon of idenƟty reminding us of God’s love, forgiveness, and care;  

strengthening our faith, and reinforcing our idenƟty in God through Christ Jesus.  
 

As we conclude our worship, we again invite those online to turn on their cameras and 
unmute and greet one another. As a congregaƟon that is created, called, and challenged to 
be in relaƟonship with God, each other, the community and all creaƟon, receive now God’s 
blessing.  
 
BenedicƟon 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen.  
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 Sending Song    ChrisƟans sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transiƟon back to daily life.             
                 

          In Christ Called to BapƟze           ELW #575 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.  
 
Next week’s readings 
1st Reading—Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm—Psalm 145:8-14; 2nd Reading—Romans 7:15-25a; MaƩhew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 
 

 

Mission Statement 
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relaƟonship with God, each 

other, community, and all of creaƟon. 
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Pastor Jill and Tom’s Sabbath: Monday 

Phone: 425-486-6977 |  Email: pastor@northlakelutheran.org 
Office hours: Tuesday through Friday from 10:00am-3:00pm 
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