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Call to Worship  
 

In ELCA congregations, a “call to worship” is any word, song, or action that gathers the community and invites us to recognize that God is 
the one who has called us together. Often this happens through an opening hymn, greeting, or brief liturgical dialogue that moves us from 

everyday busyness into a shared awareness of God’s presence and grace. In Lutheran understanding, worship is primarily God’s action; the 
call to worship simply helps us respond, with humility and joy, to the God who already welcomes us. 

 

Prelude and Welcome 
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Gathering Hymn ChrisƟans sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregaƟon, prepare their hearts  
for worship, and give an audible tesƟmony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.     
              

                      Come, Ye Thankful People                                ELW #693 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God SighƟngs Briefly share where and how you've experienced God this past week. 
Grounding we take Ɵme to ground ourselves to hear, experience, and respond to our ChrisƟan call in Christ Jesus  
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GreeƟng  
 

ChrisƟans sing the Kyrie—“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy”—because it is a simple, ancient prayer that 
turns us honestly toward God’s compassion at the very start of worship. In ELCA teaching, this sung plea is both personal and 

communal: we bring our own brokenness and the world’s suffering before God, trusƟng that mercy, not judgment, is God’s deepest 
word to us in Christ. The Kyrie prepares us to hear Scripture and share the Meal by centering us in grace, and it joins our local 

congregaƟon to the global church’s long, hopeful cry for healing and peace.  
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.  
 

Kyrie                                   

 
We include the Kyrie—“Lord, 

have mercy”—because 
ChrisƟan worship begins by 
honestly naming our need 
for God’s compassion and 

help, both personally and for 
the whole world. In ELCA 

pracƟce, the Kyrie is a sung 
or spoken dialogue in which 

the assembly calls on 
Christ’s mercy, oŌen linking 
our prayers to the suffering, 

injusƟce, and longing 
around us, so that worship 
reflects “the wideness of 

God’s mercy for the whole 
world.” This simple, 

repeated prayer centers us 
in grace, prepares us to hear 
the Word, and connects our 
local worship to the global 

church’s ancient cry for 
God’s healing and peace. 

 
You might find it meaningful 
to explore how ELCA worship 
uses different musical styles 
and cultures to express the 

Kyrie while sƟll keeping 
mercy at the heart of our 

common prayer. 
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Confession and Pardon 
 

We have confession in Christian worship because, as Luther teaches, confession has two parts: we honestly name our sins before 
God and we receive God’s forgiveness as sheer gift. In ELCA life, corporate confession acknowledges that we sin both individually 

and communally—“by what we have done and by what we have left undone”—and that of harmful oppressive systems that harm the 
most marginalized and vulnerable, calling for our repentance. Confession is not meant to shame us but to free us: standing in the 

“bright light” of God’s truth, we trust that God’s mercy in Christ never abandons us and that the Holy Spirit is at work to transform 
our lives toward love and justice.  

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given in to the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
. 
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CanƟcle of Praise 
. 

The “CanƟcle of Praise” (such as “Glory to God in the highest” or “This is the Feast” "Now the Feast and CelebraƟon) usually 
appears earlier in the liturgy, in the Gathering, to celebrate God’s presence and the saving work of Christ as we begin worship. 

. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

Commitment of Our Pledges 
 

Special Music—”We Offer These GiŌs”  
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Typically, a coin is impressed with an image of the authority upon which the coin relies. In 
the USA, coins and bills bear the picture of presidents who funcƟon as model 
representaƟves of the sovereign people. In bapƟsm, it is the cross of Christ that has been 
impressed on our bodies: he is the authority to whom we owe allegiance. As to taxes: 
ChrisƟans in different countries have widely ranging views about how much of our days’ 
wages is rightly owed to the government. 
 

The Isaiah reading plays with the idea of one’s 
name. God calls Cyrus by name; God’s personal 

name is YHWH, represented in most English-
language Bibles as “the LÊÙ�.” In his 

encouragement to the Thessalonians, Paul 
writes of God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit. In bapƟsm, the candidates 

are first called by their secular name, aŌer which 
this triune name of God is placed on them. Yet in 

the second century, JusƟn Martyr wrote that to 
imagine that we can know and speak the very 

name of the almighty God is madness. Perhaps 
the name of God that we are given in the Bible is 

like a potholder, a way to hold on to something 
that is far too hot for bare human hands. 

 

First Reading  - Isaiah 45:1-7 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
naƟons before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the 
gates shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break in pieces 
the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; I will give you the treasures of 
darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the 
God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my 
chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a Ɵtle, though you do not know me. I am 
the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not 
know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is 
no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I 
make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

 
 

 

 
 

The Word 

Images in the Readings 

Even the enemy king who follows an alien religion can be seen by a believer as an instrument of 
God. The passage is chosen to complement the MaƩhew reading. Cyrus, like the Roman emperor, is 

an enemy king, who can be tolerated, even praised, by those faithful to the Lord. The Isaiah pas-
sage affirms that it is the Lord, the Creator of all, who can make use of even evil authoriƟes. Also 

this passage has afforded ChrisƟans biblical support for both sides of the debate as to whether an 
evil government is actually serving God.  
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Psalm 96:1-9[10-13] 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
 sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
 proclaim God’s salvaƟon from day to day. 
Declare God’s glory among the naƟons 
 and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
 more to be feared than all gods.  
As for all the gods of the naƟons, they are but idols; 
 but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
 power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
 bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.  
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
 tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
[Tell it out among the naƟons: “The Lord is king! 
 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the  
    peoples with equity.” 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is  
    therein. 
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, 
 for you come to judge the earth. 
You will judge the world with righteousness 
 and the peoples with your truth.] 
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Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and menƟon you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full convicƟon; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecuƟon you received the word 
with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we 
have no need to speak about it. For they report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the coming wrath. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gospel AcclamaƟon  
The gospel acclamaƟon is included in the order of worship so the assembly can stand and joyfully welcome Christ who comes to us in the reading of the gospel. 
In ELW and other ELCA resources, this sung alleluia or other song is treated as one of the chief acclamaƟons of the liturgy, highlighƟng that the gospel reading 
is a special moment when the living Word is proclaimed in our midst. By singing before the gospel, we honor God’s presence in scripture, connect the readings 

with praise, and let the whole community parƟcipate bodily and vocally in receiving the good news.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today begins five Sundays of a semiconƟnuous reading of 1 Thessalonians. 
Especially if we know the poliƟcal situaƟon of Thessalonica, the reading from 
Paul is poignant on this Sunday. In a city famous for its loyalty to the Roman 
emperor, a young ChrisƟan community that is being persecuted is praised as 
a model of faithfulness to Christ Jesus. Jesus, not Emperor Claudius, is Lord. 
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Gospel—Matthew 22:15-22 
 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Pharisees went and ploƩed to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent their disci-
ples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do 
not regard people with parƟality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you puƫng me to the test, 
you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose Ɵtle?” They answered, “Caesar’s.” 
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed, and they leŌ him and 
went away. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.        
 
 

 

Jesus’ ambiguity in responding to the Pharisees’ quesƟon resem-
bles the enigmaƟc parables for which Jesus is known. The 

“kingdom of heaven” about which MaƩhew has repeatedly 
wriƩen is not a phenomenon somehow equivalent to the kingdom 
of Rome. Rather, it is the life shared by those who accept the au-

thority of God. The “head” that we carry is Christ, our “Ɵtle” is 
ChrisƟan. The ambiguity of Jesus’ answer has allowed for great 

diversity within ChrisƟan communiƟes concerning the appropriate 
aƫtude toward civil authority.  

Sermon                                                                                Pastor Jill 
There is a sermon in ChrisƟan worship because God conƟnues to speak a living, personal word of law and gospel into our pre-

sent lives, not only in the past events of Scripture. In ELCA understanding, preaching is “the living and contemporary voice” that 
interprets the Bible’s witness to the crucified and risen Christ and proclaims both our need for grace and the free giŌ of that 

grace “for you.” A sermon is meant not just to talk about God but to be a means of grace itself, helping people actually encoun-
ter Christ, connect faith with their real struggles and joys, and be equipped for mission and service in daily life. 

 
 
Sermon Notes 
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 Hymn of the Day                      Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult         ELW #696 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

ChrisƟans in the ELCA say the Apostles’ Creed in worship because it is a shared, ancient summary of the ChrisƟan faith that 
unites us with believers across Ɵme and around the world. When we confess “I believe,” we are not proving our worthiness but 

gratefully trusƟng the triune God who creates, redeems, and makes us holy, as Luther explains in the Small Catechism’s 
teaching on the Creed. Speaking the Creed together in the liturgy helps shape our worldview, guides how we read Scripture, and 

comforts us with the promise that our lives are held in God’s grace. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 

 
* In the Apostles' Creed, "catholic" means "universal." It refers to the whole Church of Christ—all ChrisƟans, in every Ɵme and place—not just the Roman Catholic Church.  
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

As MarƟn Luther emphasized, ChrisƟans are called to love and serve their neighbors in their daily vocaƟons. The Prayers of 
Intercession are one way the gathered Church pracƟces that calling, liŌing before God the needs of neighbors both near and far.  

 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.  
A brief silence. 
 

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit of 
love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry (local seminarians 
or newly called ministers may be named).  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them 
and sustain all those who work to preserve them.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold posiƟons of authority around the 
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them 
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering (especially).  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church 
(congregaƟonal ministries may be named). Encourage them in their work of faith and labor 
of love.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.   
 

For what else do we pray? We thank you for our ancestors who have been called hom to 
you (especially).  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

TrusƟng in your boundless grace, O God, we liŌ these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts. Amen.  
 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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 Offering  
 

The offering is part of the order of worship because our giving is a visible, communal response to God’s grace, not a “fee” for 
aƩending church. In ELCA teaching, we “gather an offering for the poor and the mission of the Church” as a way of connecƟng 

the Word we have heard with concrete love of neighbor and service in the world. The offering of money, food, bread and wine—
and even music—is a sign that we offer our “selves, our Ɵme, and our possessions” back to God for life and love in the world. 

 
 

As part of our worship we offer back to God a porƟon of the blessings we have received 
supporƟng God’s work in the world. If you would like to parƟcipate, please place your giŌ 
in the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute online.  
 

If you are new or visiƟng — welcome, we are glad you’re here!  We’d love 
to keep in touch. Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews and 
place it in the offering plate to join our email list and receive updates.  
 
 
 
 
 
     Take My Life/All of Me    

Take My Life. Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Tune: Tom Frodsham ©2008 
All of Me/ Words &amp; Music Tom Frodsham ©2005 

       
Take my life, that I may be; consecrated Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be; swiŌ and beauƟful for Thee. 

 
All of me, Lord take all of me. All of me, I offer myself to Thee. 

 
Take my voice and let me sing, always, only, for my King; 

Take my lips and let them be; filled with messages from Thee. 
 

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold; 
Take my intellect, and use; ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
All of me, Lord take all of me. All of me, I offer myself to Thee. 
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray...God of creaƟon, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

HOLY MEAL 
 

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.  
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

LiŌ up your hearts. We liŌ them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
  

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us  the 
way of everlasƟng life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Sanctus  
 

Proclaiming God’s holiness: the repeƟƟon of “Holy” three Ɵmes emphaƟcally declare God’s unique,  
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding. 
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The Words of InsƟtuƟon              
 

We speak the words of insƟtuƟon in Holy Communion because, as Luther teaches, “the chief thing is God’s Word and 
ordinance,” not our feelings or acƟons. In the ELCA, these biblical words—“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sin”—proclaim Christ’s promise and, joined to the bread and wine, make the sacrament what it is: the true presences in the 

body and blood of Christ given for us. Saying them aloud assures each communicant that this giŌ is personally “for you,” so that 
we may trust God’s forgiveness, life, and salvaƟon offered at the table. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.   
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God.  
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.    
  
Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We pray for the giŌ of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world.  
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. Amen.  
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Lamb of God  
We sing “Lamb of God” in worship because this biblical Ɵtle for Jesus proclaims that the crucified and risen Christ is the one who 

takes away the sin of the world and gives us peace. In ELCA congregaƟons, “Lamb of God” is oŌen sung during Holy 
Communion, surrounding the meal with praise that echoes RevelaƟon’s song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered,” and 

reminding us that the bread and wine we receive are the self-giving love of Christ for us and for all creaƟon. This shared song 
helps the whole assembly join in the church’s ancient confession that our hope, forgiveness, and life rest in Jesus, God’s Lamb.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer MaƩhew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Communion   
 

Holy Communion is included in the order of worship because, in Lutheran teaching, it is one of the central “means of grace” 
through which God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and sends us as witnesses to the gospel. The ELCA affirms that Word and Meal 
belong together as one act of worship: we hear Christ in the Scriptures and preaching, and then receive Christ’s body and blood 

in bread and wine, being strengthened for life, salvaƟon, and service in the world. CelebraƟng Communion regularly keeps us 
rooted in God’s mercy and in the shared table where all are welcomed, forming us as a community of grace and jusƟce for 

others 
 
 

Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the 
“body of Christ”. Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to 
share their faith.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.  
 
Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a 
gluten-free communion bread opƟon. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let 
one of the ushers know. 
 
Music for reflecƟon during Communion.  
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Mission Statement 
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relaƟonship with God, each 

other, community, and all of creaƟon. 

Post Communion Blessing  
 

Post-communion blessings are included because, aŌer we have received  
Christ’s body and blood, the church prays that this giŌ will bear fruit in our lives of faith, service, and love for neighbor. In ELCA 
 resources, the prayer aŌer communion and the final blessing act as a “hinge point,” giving thanks for the meal and asking God 

to send us out as Christ’s body in the world, “that we may be God’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.” In this  
way, the blessing does not add more grace than Communion already gives, but gently names and affirms the grace we have  

received and our calling to live it for others. 

 
The God of love draw you into the full accord and of one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer AŌer Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberaƟon, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 

There is a Sending at the end of worship because God does not gather us only for our own comfort, but to equip and send us 
into the world as Christ’s people. In ELCA understanding, the whole paƩern—Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—moves toward 

this moment when, blessed and nourished, we are told “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” or “Remember the poor,” so that worship 
flows directly into daily discipleship and jusƟce-seeking love. The Sending reminds us that what we have received in Word and 

Sacrament is for the life of the world, and that Christ goes with us into every place we live, work, and serve.  
 

 
BenedicƟon  
The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

Next week’s readings 
1st Reading— Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm—Psalm 46; 2nd Reading—Romans 3:19-28; Gospel: John 8:31-36 
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 Sending Song    ChrisƟans sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transiƟon back to daily life.             
                 

      For the Fruit of All CreaƟon                    ELW #679 

 

 
Dismissal 
Go in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  
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