Northlake Lutheran Church
Kenmore, Washington

April 3, 2026
Good Friday

It Is Finished

Throughout his ministry Jesus turned things on their heads: the last became first, the poor were blessed, the
blind could see. In parable and miracle Jesus brought a dominion that was set against the kingdoms of this world.
In the circumstances of his death, he did away with the accepted structures of power and weakness, justice and
retribution. Jesus’ crucifixion was the ultimate manifestation of the paradox of the dominion of God: the king
who only days before rode triumphantly into the royal city is crucified as a criminal. The Messiah is a suffering
servant. The Son of God is willing to die so that we can live.

John’s gospel tells the story of how God accomplished, in Jesus, the fulfillment of scriptural prophecy about the
one who would bring God’s people into reconciliation with God’s own self. In the story of the passion, Jesus’ in-
exorable journey toward the cross, which is the culmination of this prophecy, picks up speed. Then, with Jesus’
dying breath, the journey is over. With the words “It is finished,” Jesus’ mission is complete. His passion and his
suffering are finished; the centuries-long wait for the Messiah is finished. God’s ultimate disruption of our efforts
to save ourselves, and the astounding reversal of human expectations, is accomplished.

On this day, as we meditate on the consequences of God’s sacrifice, the church proclaims the good news that the
cross of Christ is not only necessary, but also sufficient for our salvation. With the command of Maundy Thursday
lingering in our ears and hearts, Good Friday reminds us that the freedom to obey Jesus comes as a gift from God
through the cross of Christ. At the cross, our old life of captivity to sin is finished, and our new life of discipleship
begins.

As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.
We invite you to a time of silence and focus.

A note about our worship: throughout the service, you'll be invited to stand. Please know this is
optional as we understand it may not always be comfortable to do so.
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Call to Worship

God’s invitation for the community to worship

Prelude and Welcome
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Choir—"The Day the Cross Held Up the Sky”

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. Almighty God, look with loving mercy
on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over
to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn
Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW #359
Verses 3 and 4
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1 Go to dark Geth-sem - a - ne, all who feel the tempt-er's pow’r;
2 Fol-low to the judg-ment hall, view the Lord of life ar - raigned;
3 Cal-v’ry’smourn-ful moun-tain climb; there, a - dor-ing at his feet,
4 Ear-ly has-ten to the tomb where they laid his breath-less clay;
0|
A5 :
(g N2 [ }
your Re-deem-er’s con-flict see.  Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
the worm-wood and the gall! Oh, the pangshis soul sus-tained!
mark that mir - a - cle of time, God’sown sac - ri - fice com-plete.
18 sol - 1 - tude and gloom. Who has tak-en him a - way?
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learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
learn from him to bear the cross.
learn from Je - sus Christ to die.

Sav - 1or, teachus so to  rise.

turn not from his  griefs a- way;
Shun not suf-{’ring, shame, or loss;
“It 1s fin-ished!” hear him cry;
Christ 1s 1is'n! He meets our eyes.



The Word

Images in the Readir\gs

The cross was the electric chair of the Roman Empire, the means of execution for low-class
criminals. Other cultures have seen in the shape of the cross a sign of the four corners of
the earth itself. Christians mark the newly baptized with this sign, God coming through
suffering and death, aligned with all who are rejected, and surprisingly in this way bringing
life to the whole earth. In the suggested sixth-century hymn “Sing, my tongue,” the cross is
paradoxically likened to the archetypal tree of life.

In John’s passion narrative, Jesus of Nazareth is called King of the Jews, the Son of God, and
most significantly, | AM, the very name of God. Christians see in the man dying on the cross
the mystery of God’s self-giving love. Along with the witnesses in John’s passion, we can
sing with the hymn writer Caroline Noel, “At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every
tongue confess him king of glory now.”

In the Israelite sacrificial system, the lamb represented the life of the nomadic herders, and
killing the lamb symbolized a plea that God would receive the animal’s death as a gift to
prompt divine mercy. The New Testament often uses the image of the lamb as one way to
understand the meaning of Jesus’ death. The book of Revelation recalls Good Friday and
Easter in its vision of “a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered.”

But any single image—such as the lamb—is not

_———
sufficient. Thus we are given the opposite image,

Christ as the high priest who does the slaughtering.

According to Israelite religion, the people needed an

intermediary to approach God. Christ then is the

mediator who prays to God for us. Yet for John, Christ

J is the God whom our prayers address.
Good Friday lays each image next to another one, for

no single metaphor can fully explain the mystery of

Christ.




First Reading - Isaiah 52:13—53:12

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up and shall be very high. Just as
there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond
human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which had not been told them they
shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. Who has believed what
we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before
him like a young plant and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we
should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised
and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity, and as one from
whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. Surely he has
borne our infirmities and carried our diseases, yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could
have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of
the Lord to crush him with affliction. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see
his offspring and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.

Out of his anguish he shall see; he shall find — —_—
satisfaction through his knowledge. The

. According to some interpreters, the poem called the
righteous one, my servant, shall make many fourth Servant Song, written perhaps about 550 bce,
claims that God will place the sins of all people on the

”ghteous’ and he shall bear their |n|qumes. back of a suffering Israel, whose voluntary pains take

Therefore | will allot him a portion with on the punishment meant for the nations. This inter-
L. . . pretation sees the Song as a religious response to the
the great, and he shall divide the SpOIl with ordeal of the exile. Other interpreters see the group of
the strong, because he poured out himself sinners as the people of Israel who are saved by the
) suffering of a single faithful one, whom God will
to death and was numbered with the vindicate.

transgressors, yet he bore the sin of many
and made intercession for the transgressors.



Ah Holy Jesus ELW #349
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1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of- fend - ed that we to
2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since |1 can-not pay thee, | do a-
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judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de - rid - ed,
trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee. ’'Twas I, Lord Je - sus,
sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone-ment,
sor - row, and thy life’s ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
dore thee, and will ev - er pray thee; think on thy pit - y
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by thine own re - ject - ed, O most af - flict - ed.
I it  was de - nied thee; 1 cru - ¢1 - fied thee.
while we noth-ing heed - ed, God m - ter - ced - ed.
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.
and thy love un - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - Ing.
Homily
Bidding Prayer

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church t

hroughout the world. Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your

Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout

the world. Help it to persevere in

faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We

ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for our bishop Shelly Bryant Wee, for all pastors, deacons, and all servants of

the church, and for all the people of God. Silent praye

r. Almighty and eternal God, your

Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,

other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health

and safety for the good of the church

and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have

called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. Silent prayer. Almighty and eternal God, you con-
tinue to bless the church. Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for bap-
tism. Give them new birth as your children, and keep them in the faith and communion of
your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus
your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the fellow-
ship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. Silent prayer. Almighty and
eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. Hear
our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of
the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. Silent prayer. Almighty and
eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different names.
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of the love made
known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. Silent prayer. Almighty and eternal God, you
created humanity so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. Grant that all may
recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and glad-
ly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation. Silent prayer. Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of
a magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to ful-
fillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. Silent prayer. Almighty and eternal God, you
are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those in au-
thority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of
your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The purpose of the Bidding Prayer (also known as the Solemn Intercessions or Prayers of the Faithful) on
Good Friday is for the Christian assembly to join in Christ's priestly work of intercession for the whole
world. As Jesus, on the cross, extended his arms to embrace all of God's people, Christians, through
these prayers, embrace the needs and afflictions of the world for which Christ gave his life.

An informal intercessory prayer, covering a wide variety of concerns such as the church, the state, the
living and the dead, and public and private necessities. It followed the sermon and the dismissal of the
catechumens in the early church. Another bidding would follow, until the bidding prayer was concluded.
The bidding prayer is the oldest form of intercessory prayer and has traditionally been said in the lan-
guage of the people. It was replaced by the litany in the sixth century, and the litany later fell into dis-
use. The bidding prayer subsequently appeared as an unofficial group of intercessions in the Latin Rite
in the middle ages. It was known as the “bidding of the bedes,” which means the praying of the prayers.
The bidding prayer was flexible, and it could be adapted at the discretion of the celebrant. It was later
formalized. In some places it preceded the sermon. Although the 1549 Prayer Book restored liturgical
intercession, an Anglican canon of 1604 required a formal bidding prayer before the sermon. The 1928
BCP included a bidding prayer for use before sermons or on special occasions. The minister had discre-
tion to shorten or lengthen the prayer. The ancient bidding prayer is reflected in the solemn collects of
the Good Friday liturgy (BCP, pp. 278-280).




Let us pray for those in need. Silent prayer. Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to
the weary and new courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying,
give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from
falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that
they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn

O Sacred Heart, Now Wounded

ELW #351
Verses 1 and 2
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1 O

sa - cred head,now wound -ed, with grief and

shame weighed down,

2 How pale thou art with an - guish, with sore a - buse and scorn;
3 What lan-guage shall I bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when 1 must die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns,thine on - ly crown;
how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin - ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should [ faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - vy, 1 joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.



GOSPEL WITH TENEBRAE

Tenebrae, Latin for "darkness" or "shadows," is a solemn Good Friday service (often held as a vigil with Maundy Thursday) that
commemorates Christ's passion and death. It features the gradual extinguishing of candles.

John 18:1-11 Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

[Jesus] went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley to a place where there was a
garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the
place because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of
soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there
with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,
came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “l am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with

them. When Jesus said to them, “l am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again
he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus
answered, “l told you that | am he. So if you are looking for me, let these people go.” This
was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you
gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and
cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword
back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

First candle extinguished.

John 18:12-14 Jesus Before the High Priest

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they
took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year.
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die
for the people.

John 18:15-18 Peter Denies Jesus

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing
outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out,
spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter,
“You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “l am not.” Now the slaves
and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming
himself.

Second candle extinguished.

John 18:19-21 The High Priest Questions Jesus

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.

Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; | have always taught in synagogues
and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. | have said nothing in secret. Why do
you ask me? Ask those who heard what | said to them; they know what | said.” When he
had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that



how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If | have spoken wrongly, testify to the
wrong. But if | have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.

John 18:25-27 Peter Denies Jesus Again

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also
one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did | not see you in
the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Third candle extinguished.

John 18:28-40 Jesus Before Pilate

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning.
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you
bring against this man?” They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not
have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him ac-
cording to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to

death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was
to die.) Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell
you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests
have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does
not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not
from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a
king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against
him. But you have a custom that | release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want
me to release for you the King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man but Bar-
abbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel.

John 19:1-15 Jesus Sentenced to Death

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and
put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, say-
ing, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to
them, “Look, | am bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no case against

him.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to
them, “Behold the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; | find
no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law
he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”



Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters
again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate
therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that | have power to
release you and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over
me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you
is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If
you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who claims to be a king sets
himself against Caesar.”

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation
for the Passover, and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They cried
out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall | crucify your
King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”

Fourth candle extinguished.

Hymn
O Sacred Heart, Now Wounded ELW #351
Verses 3 and 4
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound - ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How pale thou art with an - guish,with sore a - buse and scorn;
3 What lan-guageshall I bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur-round - ed with thorns,thine on - ly crown;
how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin - ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - 'y, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.

for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.
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John 19: 16-30 The Crucifixion of Jesus

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross
by himself he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called
Golgotha. There they crucified him and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription because the place
where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in
Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’
but, ‘This man said, | am King of the Jews.” ” Pilate answered, “What | have written | have
written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven
in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it but cast lots for it to
see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes
among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), “l am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the
wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Fifth candle extinguished.

John 19:31-37 Jesus’ Side is Pierced

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during
the Sabbath, especially because that Sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked
Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with
him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his
legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water
came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may continue to believe. His
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the
scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And again another passage
of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

Sixth candle extinguished.



John 19:38-42 The Burial of Jesus

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate
gave him permission, so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come
to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hun-
dred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, ac-
cording to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he
was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been

laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and the tomb was nearby, they
laid Jesus there.

Seventh candle extinguished.

John 18:1—19:42

The passion narrative in John’s gospel is filled with surprising details that
indicate Jesus’ divinity, beginning with the entire cohort of arresting soldiers
falling before him as he says, “l am,” and concluding when he is buried in a
garden with an amount of spices befitting a monarch. In the fourth gospel,

composed in the late first or early second century, Jesus’ glorification, his

being lifted up, occurs when he is hanged on the cross. The narrative does
not describe Jesus as suffering: rather, the evangelist writes as if Christ is
reigning.
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Hymn - Sung By Soloist

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

“Were You There" is a profound African American spiritual oviginating in the 19th-century American
South among enslaved people. Passed down orally, it became the first spiritual included in a major
American hymnal in 1940. The hymn focuses on the crucifixion and resurrection, using haunting, re-
petitive questions to evoke emotional, personal connection to the Passion, often causing singers to
"tremble" Origin: Composed by enslaved African Americans, the author is unknown (credited to "God"
or "Anonymous"). It emerged from the oppression of slavery, drawing parallels between the suffering
of Jesus and the struggles of the enslaved. First Publication: The song was first published in 1899
in Old Plantation Hymns by William Eleazar Barton. Theme & Usage: Known for its somber tone, it is
a staple of Good Friday and Lenten services across various denominations, asking worshippers to
place themselves at the scene of the crucifixion.

Were You There ELW #353
Verses 1,2 and 5
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1 Were you there when they c¢ru - ci - fied my  Lord?
2 Were you there when they mnailed him to the  tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the  side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him 1in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb?
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Oh, some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?



Procession of the Cross

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
O Come let us worship our God.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leave in silence.
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RECONCILING IN CHRIST

Believing that all are one in Christ, whether believer, doubter, or seeker, and being aware that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons are excluded by some

congregations, we welcome, support, and celebrate people of all genders, gender expressions, and sexual orientations, as well as black, indigenous, and all people of

color, and all who suffer discrimination in any form. As followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation, we pledge to strive to live as a reconciling people in our life
together and our outreach to the world. We welcome all to Northlake Lutheran Church.
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