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Call to Worship  
 

In ELCA congregations, a “call to worship” is any word, song, or action that gathers the community and invites us to recognize 
that God is the one who has called us together. Often this happens through an opening hymn, greeting, or brief liturgical 

dialogue that moves us from everyday busyness into a shared awareness of God’s presence and grace. In Lutheran 
understanding, worship is primarily God’s action; the call to worship simply helps us respond, with humility and joy, to the God 

who already welcomes us. 
 

Prelude and Welcome 
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Gathering Hymn ChrisƟans sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregaƟon, prepare their hearts  
for worship, and give an audible tesƟmony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.     
              

                        Lord of Light                                 ELW #688 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God SighƟngs Briefly share where and how you've experienced God this past week. 
Grounding we take Ɵme to ground ourselves to hear, experience, and respond to our ChrisƟan call in Christ Jesus  
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GreeƟng  
 

ChrisƟans sing the Kyrie—“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy”—because it is a simple, ancient prayer that 
turns us honestly toward God’s compassion at the very start of worship. In ELCA teaching, this sung plea is both personal and 

communal: we bring our own brokenness and the world’s suffering before God, trusƟng that mercy, not judgment, is God’s deepest 
word to us in Christ. The Kyrie prepares us to hear Scripture and share the Meal by centering us in grace, and it joins our local 

congregaƟon to the global church’s long, hopeful cry for healing and peace.  
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.  
 

Kyrie                                   

 
We include the Kyrie—“Lord, 

have mercy”—because 
ChrisƟan worship begins by 
honestly naming our need 
for God’s compassion and 

help, both personally and for 
the whole world. In ELCA 

pracƟce, the Kyrie is a sung 
or spoken dialogue in which 

the assembly calls on 
Christ’s mercy, oŌen linking 
our prayers to the suffering, 

injusƟce, and longing 
around us, so that worship 
reflects “the wideness of 

God’s mercy for the whole 
world.” This simple, 

repeated prayer centers us 
in grace, prepares us to hear 
the Word, and connects our 
local worship to the global 

church’s ancient cry for 
God’s healing and peace. 

 
You might find it meaningful 
to explore how ELCA worship 
uses different musical styles 
and cultures to express the 

Kyrie while sƟll keeping 
mercy at the heart of our 

common prayer. 
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Confession and Pardon 
 

We have confession in Christian worship because, as Luther teaches, confession has two parts: we honestly name our sins before 
God and we receive God’s forgiveness as sheer gift. In ELCA life, corporate confession acknowledges that we sin both individually 

and communally—“by what we have done and by what we have left undone”—and that of harmful oppressive systems that harm the 
most marginalized and vulnerable, calling for our repentance. Confession is not meant to shame us but to free us: standing in the 

“bright light” of God’s truth, we trust that God’s mercy in Christ never abandons us and that the Holy Spirit is at work to transform 
our lives toward love and justice.  

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given in to the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
. 
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CanƟcle of Praise 
. 

The “CanƟcle of Praise” (such as “Glory to God in the highest” or “This is the Feast” "Now the Feast and CelebraƟon) usually 
appears earlier in the liturgy, in the Gathering, to celebrate God’s presence and the saving work of Christ as we begin worship. 

. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abiliƟes, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to 
embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Stewardship Drive Kickoff—Temple Talk 
 



 

 7 

The vineyard is a common biblical metaphor that designates the religious community. In 
biblical Ɵmes wine was not only usually safer to drink than water, but it also symbolized the 
shared joy of the community. Its producƟon relies on both the blessing of the Creator and 
the long-term joint efforts of growers and vintners, and its alcohol transforms our very 
bodies. Yet many congregaƟons are quite sƟngy with the cup. 

 

The Jonah story provides many allegorical 
images: Nineveh is the powerful enemy; Tarshish is for 
Jonah the farthest desƟnaƟon in the opposite direcƟon 

away from Nineveh, across the Mediterranean Sea; 
the bush suggests personal comfort; 

the worm suggests God’s correcƟon to our selfishness; 
the wind is the breath of God; Jonah himself is a comic 
depicƟon of our very selves and of the church when we 

live out of typical human emoƟons. We too oŌen do 
not know our right from our leŌ hand. It is a great 

story. 

 

The spirit of the Risen Christ will bring us into the unity expressive of a mutually forgiving 
community. 
 
 
First Reading  - Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and 
he did not do it. 
 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the  
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was sƟll in my own country? That is 
why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, 
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenƟng from punishment. And now, 
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is beƩer for me to die than to live.” And 
the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 
down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 
waiƟng to see what would become of the city. 
 

The Word 

Images in the Readings 
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The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that aƩacked the bush, so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down 
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is beƩer 
for me to die than to live.” 
 
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which 
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in 
a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand 
from their leŌ and also many animals?” 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 

I will exalt you, my God and king, 
 and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
 There is no end to your greatness. 
One generaƟon shall praise your works to another 
 and shall declare your power.  
I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
 and all your marvelous works. 
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
 and I will recount your greatness. 
They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
 they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The conclusion of the short story of 
Jonah is chosen as a parallel to the 
allegory of the laborers in the vine-
yard. Like us, Jonah begrudges for-
giveness for his enemies, and per-
haps like us, he cares more about 
his own comfort than about the 

lives of 120,000 other people. Per-
haps the reader can make clear the 
poignant irony that this brilliantly-

wriƩen story intends.  
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 Second Reading - Philippians 1:21-30 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruiƞul 
labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose.  I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far beƩer, but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and conƟnue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my presence again with you, your 
boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel and in no way 
frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destrucƟon but of your 
salvaƟon. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, since you are having the same struggle 
that you saw I had and now hear that I sƟll have. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Gospel AcclamaƟon  
The gospel acclamaƟon is included in the order of worship so the assembly can stand and joyfully welcome Christ who comes to 

us in the reading of the gospel. In ELW and other ELCA resources, this sung alleluia or other song is treated as one of the chief 
acclamaƟons of the liturgy, highlighƟng that the gospel reading is a special moment when the living Word is proclaimed in our 
midst. By singing before the gospel, we honor God’s presence in scripture, connect the readings with praise, and let the whole 

community parƟcipate bodily and vocally in receiving the good news.  

Today’s excerpt from Philippians introduces the themes of the 
leƩer: joy in the faith and a call for unity. One connecƟon with 

today’s gospel is that only because of God’s unending for-
giveness for both sides of every quarrel can we accept one 

another and live in unity.  
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Gospel—Matthew 20:1-16 
 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out ear-
ly in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. AŌer agreeing with the laborers for a de-
narius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, 
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all 
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denari-
us. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.        
 

 

Once again, MaƩhew balances his earlier emphasis on 
righteous living with the assurance of God’s for-

giveness. The allegory contradicts the commonplace 
religious idea that in the aŌerlife, heaven or hell will be 
assigned as deserved. In this allegory, God disrupts our 
noƟons of reward and punishment by surprising mercy. 

We receive this mercy already at the table.  

Sermon                                                                                Pastor Jill 
There is a sermon in ChrisƟan worship because God conƟnues to speak a living, personal word of law and gospel into our pre-

sent lives, not only in the past events of Scripture. In ELCA understanding, preaching is “the living and contemporary voice” that 
interprets the Bible’s witness to the crucified and risen Christ and proclaims both our need for grace and the free giŌ of that 

grace “for you.” A sermon is meant not just to talk about God but to be a means of grace itself, helping people actually encoun-
ter Christ, connect faith with their real struggles and joys, and be equipped for mission and service in daily life. 

 
 
Sermon Notes 
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 Hymn of the Day                  Take My Life, That I May Be                  ELW #583 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

ChrisƟans in the ELCA say the Apostles’ Creed in worship because it is a shared, ancient summary of the ChrisƟan faith that unites us with believers across Ɵme 
and around the world. When we confess “I believe,” we are not proving our worthiness but gratefully trusƟng the triune God who creates, redeems, and makes 

us holy, as Luther explains in the Small Catechism’s teaching on the Creed. Speaking the Creed together in the liturgy helps shape our worldview, guides how we 
read Scripture, and comforts us with the promise that our lives are held in God’s grace. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 

 
* In the Apostles' Creed, "catholic" means "universal." It refers to the whole Church of Christ—all ChrisƟans, in every Ɵme and place—not just the Roman Catholic Church.  
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

As MarƟn Luther emphasized, ChrisƟans are called to love and serve their neighbors in their daily vocaƟons. The Prayers of 
Intercession are one way the gathered Church pracƟces that calling, liŌing before God the needs of neighbors both near and far.  

 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. A brief silence. 
 

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger 
at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

Guide scienƟsts and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your 
creaƟon may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile 
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an 
end to employment disparity.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their 
value comes from your everlasƟng love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, and 
for all in any need (especially).  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Strengthen all those in this congregaƟon whose labor serves the needs of other in the 
community (especially). Inspire all in this congregaƟon to support community endeavors 
with our Ɵme and talents.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.   
 

For what else do we pray? Comfort us with the promise of the resurrecƟon as we 
remember all our loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled.   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgoƩen to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 

Offering  
 

The offering is part of the order of worship because our giving is a visible, communal response to God’s grace, not a “fee” for 
aƩending church. In ELCA teaching, we “gather an offering for the poor and the mission of the Church” as a way of connecƟng the 

Word we have heard with concrete love of neighbor and service in the world. The offering of money, food, bread and wine—and 
even music—is a sign that we offer our “selves, our Ɵme, and our possessions” back to God for life and love in the world. 

 
 

As part of our worship we offer back to God a porƟon of the blessings we have received 
supporƟng God’s work in the world. If you would like to parƟcipate, please place your giŌ in 
the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute online.  
 

If you are new or visiƟng — welcome, we are glad you’re here!  We’d 
love to keep in touch. Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews 
and place it in the offering plate to join our email list and receive 
updates.  
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray...God of creaƟon, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

HOLY MEAL 
 

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.  
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

LiŌ up your hearts. We liŌ them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
  

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us  the 
way of everlasƟng life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Sanctus  
 

Proclaiming God’s holiness: the repeƟƟon of “Holy” three Ɵmes emphaƟcally declare God’s unique,  
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding. 
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The Words of InsƟtuƟon              
 

We speak the words of insƟtuƟon in Holy Communion because, as Luther teaches, “the chief thing is God’s Word and 
ordinance,” not our feelings or acƟons. In the ELCA, these biblical words—“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sin”—proclaim Christ’s promise and, joined to the bread and wine, make the sacrament what it is: the true presences in the 

body and blood of Christ given for us. Saying them aloud assures each communicant that this giŌ is personally “for you,” so that 
we may trust God’s forgiveness, life, and salvaƟon offered at the table. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.   
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God.  
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.    
  
Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We pray for the giŌ of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world.  
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. Amen.  
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Lamb of God  
We sing “Lamb of God” in worship because this biblical Ɵtle for Jesus proclaims that the crucified and risen Christ is the one who 

takes away the sin of the world and gives us peace. In ELCA congregaƟons, “Lamb of God” is oŌen sung during Holy 
Communion, surrounding the meal with praise that echoes RevelaƟon’s song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered,” and 

reminding us that the bread and wine we receive are the self-giving love of Christ for us and for all creaƟon. This shared song 
helps the whole assembly join in the church’s ancient confession that our hope, forgiveness, and life rest in Jesus, God’s Lamb.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer MaƩhew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Communion   
 

Holy Communion is included in the order of worship because, in Lutheran teaching, it is one of the central “means of grace” 
through which God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and sends us as witnesses to the gospel. The ELCA affirms that Word and Meal 
belong together as one act of worship: we hear Christ in the Scriptures and preaching, and then receive Christ’s body and blood 

in bread and wine, being strengthened for life, salvaƟon, and service in the world. CelebraƟng Communion regularly keeps us 
rooted in God’s mercy and in the shared table where all are welcomed, forming us as a community of grace and jusƟce for 

others 
 
 

Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the 
“body of Christ”. Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to 
share their faith.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.  
 
Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a 
gluten-free communion bread opƟon. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let 
one of the ushers know. 
 
Music for reflecƟon during Communion.  
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Mission Statement 
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relaƟonship with God, each 

other, community, and all of creaƟon. 

Post Communion Blessing  
 

Post-communion blessings are included because, aŌer we have received  
Christ’s body and blood, the church prays that this giŌ will bear fruit in our lives of faith, service, and love for neighbor. In ELCA 
 resources, the prayer aŌer communion and the final blessing act as a “hinge point,” giving thanks for the meal and asking God 

to send us out as Christ’s body in the world, “that we may be God’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.” In this  
way, the blessing does not add more grace than Communion already gives, but gently names and affirms the grace we have  

received and our calling to live it for others. 

 
The God of love draw you into the full accord and of one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer AŌer Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberaƟon, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 

There is a Sending at the end of worship because God does not gather us only for our own comfort, but to equip and send us 
into the world as Christ’s people. In ELCA understanding, the whole paƩern—Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—moves toward 

this moment when, blessed and nourished, we are told “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” or “Remember the poor,” so that worship 
flows directly into daily discipleship and jusƟce-seeking love. The Sending reminds us that what we have received in Word and 

Sacrament is for the life of the world, and that Christ goes with us into every place we live, work, and serve.  
 

 
BenedicƟon  
The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

Next week’s readings 
1st Reading— Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm—Psalm 25:1-9; 2nd Reading—Philippians 2:1-13; Gospel: MaƩhew 21:23-32  

 
  



 

 19 

 Sending Song    ChrisƟans sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transiƟon back to daily life.             
                 

      Rise Up, O Saints of God!                 ELW #669 

 
                     
 

Dismissal 
Go in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  
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