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Reformation Sunday

ROOTED IN GOD’S GRACE AND SHAPED BY

THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST, WE ARE A

PLACE OF WELCOME, JUSTICE, HEALING,
AND BELONGING.

We cherish the presence of children in our services. If your little one needs a moment to move or reset,
the library is available with toys and books, and the service is live streamed there so you won’t miss a thing.

As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.
We invite you to a time of silence and focus. ReconcilingWorks
LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION

Believing that all are one in Christ, whether believer, doubter, or seeker, and being aware that lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender persons are excluded by some congregations, we welcome, support, and celebrate people of all genders,
gender expressions, and sexual orientations, as well as black, indigenous, and all people of color, and all who suffer
discrimination in any form. As followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation, we pledge to strive to live as a reconciling
people in our life together and our outreach to the world. We welcome all to Northlake Lutheran Church.



Jesus Is Really Into Relationships

Love God, love neighbor, and love yourself. Jesus is really into relationships! Oftentimes, even if unintentionally, we
put loving ourselves first, and because “we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves” (ELW, p. 95) we usually do a
poor job of actually loving ourselves. This means we have less love to give to God and our neighbors. Jesus puts
relationship with God first. He doesn’t do this to make us last but so that we can fully understand love and
relationship the way God desires it for us.

Today’s readings give us insight into the ways God desires us to be in relationship: by being just in all our dealings with
others, by not being led astray by the wicked, by sharing the gospel with humility and tender care, and by loving God
and neighbor. It might sound simple, but relationships are far from simple. Even the best relationships include
struggle.

People in our congregations struggle with relationships each and every day. Love should be an easy thing, but it takes
work and effort to love God, love others, and love oneself. The psalmist uses the image of trees planted by streams of
water to describe people who “delight in the law of the Lord” (Ps. 1:2). These are not weak, brittle, or dying trees;
these are strong trees that prosper. Our faith plants us, nourishes us, and strengthens us to love.

How can we be like trees planted by streams of water? In what ways can the church help people to make and
maintain healthy relationships? How do we encourage self-worth and humility? This is an excellent day to ask these
questions, to create forums where answers can be discussed, and to remind one another how much God truly loves

us.

Welcome

PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Jill Nichols-Hicks
ORGANIST: Alec Manullang
WORSHIP LEADER: Tom Frodsham

Video and Audio Recording in Progress
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Call to Worship

In ELCA congregations, a “call to worship” is any word, song, or action that gathers the community and invites us to recognize that God is the one who has called us together. Often
this happens through an opening hymn, greeting, or brief liturgical dialogue that moves us from everyday busyness into a shared awareness of God’s presence and grace. In Lutheran
understanding, worship is primarily God'’s action; the call to worship simply helps us respond, with humility and joy, to the God who already welcomes us.

Prelude and Welcome
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

Gathering Hymn Christians sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregation, prepare their hearts
for worship, and give an audible testimony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.
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Greeting

Christians sing the Kyrie—“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy”—because it is a simple, ancient prayer that
turns us honestly toward God’s compassion at the very start of worship. In ELCA teaching, this sung plea is both personal and
communal: we bring our own brokenness and the world’s suffering before God, trusting that mercy, not judgment, is God’s deepest
word to us in Christ. The Kyrie prepares us to hear Scripture and share the Meal by centering us in grace, and it joins our local
congregation to the global church’s long, hopeful cry for healing and peace.

May the peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie
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We include the Kyrie—“Lord,
have mercy”—because
Christian worship begins by
honestly naming our need
for God’s compassion and
help, both personally and for
the whole world. In ELCA
practice, the Kyrie is a sung
or spoken dialogue in which
the assembly calls on
Christ’s mercy, often linking
our prayers to the suffering,
injustice, and longing
around us, so that worship
reflects “the wideness of
God’s mercy for the whole
world.” This simple,
repeated prayer centers us
in grace, prepares us to hear
the Word, and connects our
local worship to the global
church’s ancient cry for
God'’s healing and peace.

You might find it meaningful
to explore how ELCA worship
uses different musical styles
and cultures to express the
Kyrie while still keeping
mercy at the heart of our
common prayer.




Confession and Pardon

We have confession in Christian worship because, as Luther teaches, confession has two parts: we honestly name our sins before
God and we receive God'’s forgiveness as sheer gift. In ELCA life, corporate confession acknowledges that we sin both individually
and communally— “by what we have done and by what we have left undone "—and that of harmful oppressive systems that harm the
most marginalized and vulnerable, calling for our repentance. Confession is not meant to shame us but to free us: standing inthe
“bright light” of God’s truth, we trust that God’s mercy in Christ never abandons us and that the Holy Spirit is at work to transform
our lives toward love and justice.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given in to the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



Canticle of Praise

The “Canticle of Praise” (such as “Glory to God in the highest” or “This is the Feast” "Now the Feast and Celebration) usually
appears earlier in the liturgy, in the Gathering, to celebrate God’s presence and the saving work of Christ as we begin worship.
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Prayer of the Day

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where
it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it;
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite
it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reformation Message



The Word

Images in the Readmgs
The gospel’s image of freedom presents a challenge to contemporary Americans, and
perhaps to other Western societies as well, since popularly “freedom” is understood as the
right of the individual to live out personal choices. John’s gospel suggests instead that the
freedom granted in Christ is the freedom of the son, who remains in the father’s house and
does the will of that father. Sixteenth-century Christians used this proclamation of freedom
to leave behind church regulations of the medieval church, but even Martin Luther wrote
detailed interpretations of the Ten Commandments, understood as “law” for Christian use.
We are free to be obedient children.

A covenant was a legal agreement in
which the master promised protection
because the participants met certain
requirements. Ancient Israelites
adopted this cultural category for their
understanding of the relationship that
God had offered the chosen people.
Christians continued to use this
language in articulating the renewed
relationship with God that was affected
through Christ. Particularly Methodists
have kept this language alive in
referring to the Baptismal Covenant
and in their annual Covenant Renewal
ceremonies. Lutherans understand the
covenant as God’s continuing mercy
given in word and sacrament.




First Reading - Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that | made with
their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put
my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts, and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
Lord, for | will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

The oracle from Jeremiah is appointed because of its promise
that God will continue a covenant of grace. Christians have seen
— that new covenant, and the forgiveness of sin and knowledge of Em—
God it brings, as embodied in the death and resurrection of Jesus

Christ and renewed at the Supper—"the new covenant in my

blood.”

Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



Second Reading - Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to

God. For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through
the law comes the knowledge of sin.

But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested
by the Law and the Prophets, the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to demonstrate at the present time
his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of
Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works?
No, rather through the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law.
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e grace. —

Gospel Acclamation
The gospel acclamation is included in the order of worship so the assembly can stand and joyfully welcome Christ who comes to
us in the reading of the gospel. In ELW and other ELCA resources, this sung alleluia or other song is treated as one of the chief
acclamations of the liturgy, highlighting that the gospel reading is a special moment when the living Word is proclaimed in our
midst. By singing before the gospel, we honor God’s presence in scripture, connect the readings with praise, and let the whole
community participate bodily and vocally in receiving the good news.
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Gospel—John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They an-
swered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

It is not the church, or any one church, that is truth; rather, Jesus
Christ is truth. No church can claim ownership of the word; rather,
Jesus Christ is the Word. The son is free, that is, free to remain in
the house. We gather around that word to receive the truth and
experience life in the Father’s house.

Sermon Pastor Jill

There is a sermon in Christian worship because God continues to speak a living, personal word of law and gospel into our pre-
sent lives, not only in the past events of Scripture. In ELCA understanding, preaching is “the living and contemporary voice” that
interprets the Bible’s witness to the crucified and risen Christ and proclaims both our need for grace and the free gift of that
grace “for you.” A sermon is meant not just to talk about God but to be a means of grace itself, helping people actually encoun-
ter Christ, connect faith with their real struggles and joys, and be equipped for mission and service in daily life.

Sermon Notes



Hymn of the Day The Church of Christ in Every Age ELW #729
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New Member Installation

Apostles’ Creed

Christians in the ELCA say the Apostles’ Creed in worship because it is a shared, ancient summary of the Christian faith that
unites us with believers across time and around the world. When we confess “I believe,” we are not proving our worthiness but
gratefully trusting the triune God who creates, redeems, and makes us holy, as Luther explains in the Small Catechism’s
teaching on the Creed. Speaking the Creed together in the liturgy helps shape our worldview, guides how we read Scripture, and
comforts us with the promise that our lives are held in God’s grace.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* In the Apostles' Creed, "catholic" means "universal." It refers to the whole Church of Christ—all Christians, in every time and place—not just the Roman Catholic Church.
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Prayers of Intercession

As Martin Luther emphasized, Christians are called to love and serve their neighbors in their daily vocations. The Prayers of
Intercession are one way the gathered Church practices that calling, lifting before God the needs of neighbors both near and far.
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
A brief silence.

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the
reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform
and renewal in our own day.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed (local
places may be named). Give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them.
Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys, give
courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its leaders,
that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or
suffering (especially).

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide them,
that they may find their hope in you.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For what else do we pray? With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the
way for us and all of our beloved dead.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all.



Offering

The offering is part of the order of worship because our giving is a visible, communal response to God'’s grace, not a “fee” for
attending church. In ELCA teaching, we “gather an offering for the poor and the mission of the Church” as a way of connecting
the Word we have heard with concrete love of neighbor and service in the world. The offering of money, food, bread and wine—
and even music—is a sign that we offer our “selves, our time, and our possessions” back to God for life and love in the world.

As part of our worship we offer back to God a portion of the blessings we have received
supporting God’s work in the world. If you would like to participate, please place your gift
in the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute online.

If you are new or visiting — welcome, we are glad you’re here! We'd love
to keep in touch. Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews and @JM & v
place it in the offering plate to join our email list and receive updates. -
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Offertory Prayer

Let us pray...God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

HOLY MEAL

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Proclaiming God'’s holiness: the repetition of “Holy” three times emphatically declare God’s unique,
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding.
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The Words of Institution

We speak the words of institution in Holy Communion because, as Luther teaches, “the chief thing is God’s Word and
ordinance,” not our feelings or actions. In the ELCA, these biblical words—“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness
of sin”—proclaim Christ’s promise and, joined to the bread and wine, make the sacrament what it is: the true presences in the
body and blood of Christ given for us. Saying them aloud assures each communicant that this gift is personally “for you,” so that
we may trust God’s forgiveness, life, and salvation offered at the table.

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with
every breath. We praise you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
church, without end. Amen.
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Lamb of God

We sing “Lamb of God” in worship because this biblical title for Jesus proclaims that the crucified and risen Christ is the one who
takes away the sin of the world and gives us peace. In ELCA congregations, “Lamb of God” is often sung during Holy
Communion, surrounding the meal with praise that echoes Revelation’s song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered,” and
reminding us that the bread and wine we receive are the self-giving love of Christ for us and for all creation. This shared song
helps the whole assembly join in the church’s ancient confession that our hope, forgiveness, and life rest in Jesus, God’s Lamb.
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Lord’s Prayer wvatthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



Communion

Holy Communion is included in the order of worship because, in Lutheran teaching, it is one of the central “means of grace”
through which God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and sends us as witnesses to the gospel. The ELCA affirms that Word and Meal
belong together as one act of worship: we hear Christ in the Scriptures and preaching, and then receive Christ’s body and blood

in bread and wine, being strengthened for life, salvation, and service in the world. Celebrating Communion regularly keeps us
rooted in God’s mercy and in the shared table where all are welcomed, forming us as a community of grace and justice for
others

Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the
“body of Christ”. Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to
share their faith.

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a
gluten-free communion bread option. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let

one of the ushers know.

Music for reflection during Communion.
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Post Communion Blessing

Post-communion blessings are included because, after we have received

Christ’s body and blood, the church prays that this gift will bear fruit in our lives of faith, service, and love for neighbor. In ELCA
resources, the prayer after communion and the final blessing act as a “hinge point,” giving thanks for the meal and asking God
to send us out as Christ’s body in the world, “that we may be God'’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.” In this
way, the blessing does not add more grace than Communion already gives, but gently names and affirms the grace we have
received and our calling to live it for others.

The God of love draw you into the full accord and of one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of
the Spirit. Amen.

Prayer After Communion

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Announcements

SENDING

There is a Sending at the end of worship because God does not gather us only for our own comfort, but to equip and send us
into the world as Christ’s people. In ELCA understanding, the whole pattern—Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—moves toward
this moment when, blessed and nourished, we are told “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” or “Remember the poor,” so that worship
flows directly into daily discipleship and justice-seeking love. The Sending reminds us that what we have received in Word and
Sacrament is for the life of the world, and that Christ goes with us into every place we live, work, and serve.

Benediction
The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.

Next week’s readings

1st Reading— Revelation 7:9-17, Psalm—Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 2nd Reading—1 John 3:1-3; Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Mission Statement
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relationship with God, each
other, community, and all of creation.




Sending So Ng Christians sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transition back to daily life.

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW #836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be- fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the jov  di-vine!

Dismissal

Go in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.



Pastor Jill and Tom’s Sabbath: Monday

Phone: 425-486-6977 | Email: pastor@northlakelutheran.org
Office hours: Tuesday through Friday from 10:00am 3:00pm

There are many ways to share your gifts and support our community. Consider donating
to the Food Bank, helping with Coffee Hour, or sponsoring altar flowers in celebration
or remembrance of a loved one.

Looking for a way to connect? Join us for our Thursday morning Bible study or become
involved in one of our many committees.

The Week Ahead at NLC

10:00am - 10:00am -
Worship Bible Study

Sanctuary Conference Room

11:00am -

Coffee Hour
Fellowship Hall

6:00pm -
Social Justice
Committee Mtg.

Ro 425-486-6977 -
L

B office@northlakelutheran.org e

@ www.northlakelutheran.org
Northlake Lutheran Church I M AG I N E
6620 NE 1857 Street BUILDING BELOVED COMMUNITY
Kenmore, WA 98028 THROUGH THE ARTS
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