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Call to Worship  
 

In ELCA congregations, a “call to worship” is any word, song, or action that gathers the community and invites us to recognize 
that God is the one who has called us together. Often this happens through an opening hymn, greeting, or brief liturgical 

dialogue that moves us from everyday busyness into a shared awareness of God’s presence and grace. In Lutheran 
understanding, worship is primarily God’s action; the call to worship simply helps us respond, with humility and joy, to the God 

who already welcomes us. 
 

Prelude and Welcome 
Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Gathering Hymn ChrisƟans sing a gathering hymn to unite the congregaƟon, prepare their hearts  
for worship, and give an audible tesƟmony of their faith and beliefs to both God and the world.     
              

                           God Is Here                                ELW #526 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God SighƟngs Briefly share where and how you've experienced God this past week. 
Grounding we take Ɵme to ground ourselves to hear, experience, and respond to our ChrisƟan call in Christ Jesus  
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GreeƟng  
 

ChrisƟans sing the Kyrie—“Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy”—because it is a simple, ancient prayer that 
turns us honestly toward God’s compassion at the very start of worship. In ELCA teaching, this sung plea is both personal and 

communal: we bring our own brokenness and the world’s suffering before God, trusƟng that mercy, not judgment, is God’s deepest 
word to us in Christ. The Kyrie prepares us to hear Scripture and share the Meal by centering us in grace, and it joins our local 

congregaƟon to the global church’s long, hopeful cry for healing and peace.  
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.  
 

Kyrie                                   

 
We include the Kyrie—“Lord, 

have mercy”—because 
ChrisƟan worship begins by 
honestly naming our need 
for God’s compassion and 

help, both personally and for 
the whole world. In ELCA 

pracƟce, the Kyrie is a sung 
or spoken dialogue in which 

the assembly calls on 
Christ’s mercy, oŌen linking 
our prayers to the suffering, 

injusƟce, and longing 
around us, so that worship 
reflects “the wideness of 

God’s mercy for the whole 
world.” This simple, 

repeated prayer centers us 
in grace, prepares us to hear 
the Word, and connects our 
local worship to the global 

church’s ancient cry for 
God’s healing and peace. 

 
You might find it meaningful 
to explore how ELCA worship 
uses different musical styles 
and cultures to express the 

Kyrie while sƟll keeping 
mercy at the heart of our 

common prayer. 
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Confession and Pardon 
 

We have confession in Christian worship because, as Luther teaches, confession has two parts: we honestly name our sins before 
God and we receive God’s forgiveness as sheer gift. In ELCA life, corporate confession acknowledges that we sin both individually 

and communally—“by what we have done and by what we have left undone”—and that of harmful oppressive systems that harm the 
most marginalized and vulnerable, calling for our repentance. Confession is not meant to shame us but to free us: standing in the 

“bright light” of God’s truth, we trust that God’s mercy in Christ never abandons us and that the Holy Spirit is at work to transform 
our lives toward love and justice.  

 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Brief moment of silence). Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
from you and given in to the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Turn us again to be followers of Jesus and uphold us by your spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
. 
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CanƟcle of Praise 
. 

The “CanƟcle of Praise” (such as “Glory to God in the highest” or “This is the Feast” "Now the Feast and CelebraƟon) usually 
appears earlier in the liturgy, in the Gathering, to celebrate God’s presence and the saving work of Christ as we begin worship. 

. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailƟes and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvaƟon, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Temple Talk 
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The parable speaks of a good and a bad son. ChrisƟanity lauds yet another son, the “only 
Son,” who both answers yes and does the will of God. In the biblical worldview, a son is not 
understood as an independent agent, but is an extension of the father, owing the father 
everything. As well, according to the biological understanding of the Ɵme, it was the sperm 
that conveyed full humanity to the fetus. This sense of the child’s connecƟon with the 
parent is evident also in the reading from Ezekiel. Our culture thinks differently. 

 
We are very distant from the first-century’s horror 
at the image of the cross. The Roman government 

reserved this method of death-by-torture for the 
lowest criminals, and in Deuteronomy 21, even 

God is said to curse anyone executed by hanging 
on a tree. In the fourth century, the emperor 

ConstanƟne outlawed crucifixion as a mode of 
execuƟon, and since then jewels and gold, art and 
design have made of the cross an oŌen-beauteous 

sign of veneraƟon.  
 

Some scholars suggest that “even death on a 
cross” is a Pauline interpolaƟon into the hymn. 

The Good Friday liturgy invites persons to come 
forward to a full-sized rough-hewn cross and bend the knee before it in praise of Jesus. 

 
 
First Reading  - Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 
mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.  
 
Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have commiƩed, they 
shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have commiƩed and 
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that they had commiƩed, they shall surely live; they shall 
not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are 
my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

The Word 

Images in the Readings 
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Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have commiƩed against me, and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 25:1-9 

To you, O Lord, 
 I liŌ up my soul. 
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, 
 and teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvaƟon; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasƟng. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
    goodness, O Lord. 
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
You lead the lowly in jusƟce 
 and teach the lowly your way.  
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

This excerpt is assigned as the first reading to emphasize 
God’s desire for our repentance. The good news from Ezekiel 

is that God wants us to live. For ChrisƟans, the “new heart 
and new spirit” that God promises come through bapƟsm 

into Christ.  



 

 9 

 

 Second Reading - Philippians 2:1-13 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolaƟon from love, any partnership in the 
Spirit, any tender affecƟon and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambiƟon or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as beƩer than yourselves. Let each 
of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be grasped, but empƟed himself, taking the form of a 
slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every 
other name, so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but 
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvaƟon with fear and trembling, for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel AcclamaƟon  
The gospel acclamaƟon is included in the order of worship so the assembly can stand and joyfully welcome Christ who comes to 

us in the reading of the gospel. In ELW and other ELCA resources, this sung alleluia or other song is treated as one of the chief 
acclamaƟons of the liturgy, highlighƟng that the gospel reading is a special moment when the living Word is proclaimed in our 
midst. By singing before the gospel, we honor God’s presence in scripture, connect the readings with praise, and let the whole 

community parƟcipate bodily and vocally in receiving the good news.  

This important excerpt, appointed also each year on the Sunday of the 
Passion, includes the early ChrisƟan affirmaƟon of Jesus as Lord, in this 
context meaning Divine Authority. Thus the hymn Ɵes in well with to-
day’s gospel. The paradox of the faith is that we see the will of God of 

which MaƩhew wrote in Jesus’ death on a cross. “Fear and trembling” is 
a phrase made famous in theology because of the anguished wriƟngs of 
Søren Kierkegaard; yet Paul concludes the phrase with his confidence in 

God’s good pleasure.  
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Gospel—Matthew 21:23-32 
 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one quesƟon; if you tell 
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the bapƟsm 
of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ But if we 
say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went.  

The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prosƟtutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not be-
lieve him, but the tax collectors and the prosƟtutes believed him, and even aŌer you saw it 
you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.        
 

 

Why do we preach and follow Christ? According to to-
day’s gospel, we have seen in the life, death, and resur-

recƟon of Jesus Christ the will of God; in believing in 
Jesus as the Word of God, we enter God’s “kingdom,” 
that is, we parƟcipate in the life God offers. From the 
first century on, ChrisƟans have debated about what 

precisely is “the will of his father.” Preaching on Sunday 
has been a primary method for exploring the will of 

God.  

Sermon                                                                                Pastor Jill 
There is a sermon in ChrisƟan worship because God conƟnues to speak a living, personal word of law and gospel into our pre-

sent lives, not only in the past events of Scripture. In ELCA understanding, preaching is “the living and contemporary voice” that 
interprets the Bible’s witness to the crucified and risen Christ and proclaims both our need for grace and the free giŌ of that 

grace “for you.” A sermon is meant not just to talk about God but to be a means of grace itself, helping people actually encoun-
ter Christ, connect faith with their real struggles and joys, and be equipped for mission and service in daily life. 

 
 
Sermon Notes 
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Hymn of the Day            Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word                ELW #517 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

ChrisƟans in the ELCA say the Apostles’ Creed in worship because it is a shared, ancient summary of the ChrisƟan faith that 
unites us with believers across Ɵme and around the world. When we confess “I believe,” we are not proving our worthiness but 

gratefully trusƟng the triune God who creates, redeems, and makes us holy, as Luther explains in the Small Catechism’s 
teaching on the Creed. Speaking the Creed together in the liturgy helps shape our worldview, guides how we read Scripture, and 

comforts us with the promise that our lives are held in God’s grace. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 

 
* In the Apostles' Creed, "catholic" means "universal." It refers to the whole Church of Christ—all ChrisƟans, in every Ɵme and place—not just the Roman Catholic Church.  



 

 12 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

As MarƟn Luther emphasized, ChrisƟans are called to love and serve their neighbors in their daily vocaƟons. The Prayers of 
Intercession are one way the gathered Church pracƟces that calling, liŌing before God the needs of neighbors both near and far.  

 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. A brief silence. 
 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the cries 
of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. Show 
all your love.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

You call us to care for your creaƟon. Lead us into your promise of a beƩer world through 
sustainable pracƟces and respect for your handiwork.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Inspire all in posiƟons of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their 
authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the giŌ of humility.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your 
forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your salvaƟon.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

Change this congregaƟon’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community. Especially in new or challenging places.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.   
 

For what else do we pray? Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their 
work and are at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgoƩen to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 

Offering  
 

The offering is part of the order of worship because our giving is a visible, communal response to God’s grace, not a “fee” for 
aƩending church. In ELCA teaching, we “gather an offering for the poor and the mission of the Church” as a way of connecƟng the 

Word we have heard with concrete love of neighbor and service in the world. The offering of money, food, bread and wine—and 
even music—is a sign that we offer our “selves, our Ɵme, and our possessions” back to God for life and love in the world. 

 
 

As part of our worship we offer back to God a porƟon of the blessings we have received 
supporƟng God’s work in the world. If you would like to parƟcipate, please place your giŌ in 
the offering plate as it is passed. You are also welcome to contribute online.  
 

If you are new or visiƟng — welcome, we are glad you’re here!  We’d 
love to keep in touch. Just fill out a Connect with Us Card from the pews 
and place it in the offering plate to join our email list and receive 
updates.  
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray...God of creaƟon, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

HOLY MEAL 
 

A prayer of thanks before the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.  
Jesus calls himself the “living bread” and is present in our spiritual meal. 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

LiŌ up your hearts. We liŌ them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
  

It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave , and by his glorious resurrecƟon opened to us  the 
way of everlasƟng life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Sanctus  
 

Proclaiming God’s holiness: the repeƟƟon of “Holy” three Ɵmes emphaƟcally declare God’s unique,  
all-encompassing holiness, a core aspect of God that transcends human understanding. 
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The Words of InsƟtuƟon              
 

We speak the words of insƟtuƟon in Holy Communion because, as Luther teaches, “the chief thing is God’s Word and 
ordinance,” not our feelings or acƟons. In the ELCA, these biblical words—“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sin”—proclaim Christ’s promise and, joined to the bread and wine, make the sacrament what it is: the true presences in the 

body and blood of Christ given for us. Saying them aloud assures each communicant that this giŌ is personally “for you,” so that 
we may trust God’s forgiveness, life, and salvaƟon offered at the table. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.   
 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God.  
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.    
  
Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.    
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We pray for the giŌ of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world.  
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 
church, without end. Amen.  
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Lamb of God  
We sing “Lamb of God” in worship because this biblical Ɵtle for Jesus proclaims that the crucified and risen Christ is the one who 

takes away the sin of the world and gives us peace. In ELCA congregaƟons, “Lamb of God” is oŌen sung during Holy 
Communion, surrounding the meal with praise that echoes RevelaƟon’s song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered,” and 

reminding us that the bread and wine we receive are the self-giving love of Christ for us and for all creaƟon. This shared song 
helps the whole assembly join in the church’s ancient confession that our hope, forgiveness, and life rest in Jesus, God’s Lamb.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer MaƩhew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Communion   
 

Holy Communion is included in the order of worship because, in Lutheran teaching, it is one of the central “means of grace” 
through which God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and sends us as witnesses to the gospel. The ELCA affirms that Word and Meal 
belong together as one act of worship: we hear Christ in the Scriptures and preaching, and then receive Christ’s body and blood 

in bread and wine, being strengthened for life, salvaƟon, and service in the world. CelebraƟng Communion regularly keeps us 
rooted in God’s mercy and in the shared table where all are welcomed, forming us as a community of grace and jusƟce for 

others 
 
 

Communion is our spiritual unity and fellowship, symbolizing the unity of believers as the 
“body of Christ”. Just as many people share from one loaf of bread, believers are united to 
share their faith.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.  
 
Red wine and white grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please ask if you would like a 
gluten-free communion bread opƟon. If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let 
one of the ushers know. 
 
Music for reflecƟon during Communion.  
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Mission Statement 
We are created, called, and challenged to be in relaƟonship with God, each 

other, community, and all of creaƟon. 

Post Communion Blessing  
 

Post-communion blessings are included because, aŌer we have received  
Christ’s body and blood, the church prays that this giŌ will bear fruit in our lives of faith, service, and love for neighbor. In ELCA 
 resources, the prayer aŌer communion and the final blessing act as a “hinge point,” giving thanks for the meal and asking God 

to send us out as Christ’s body in the world, “that we may be God’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.” In this  
way, the blessing does not add more grace than Communion already gives, but gently names and affirms the grace we have  

received and our calling to live it for others. 

 
The God of love draw you into the full accord and of one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer AŌer Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberaƟon, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 

There is a Sending at the end of worship because God does not gather us only for our own comfort, but to equip and send us 
into the world as Christ’s people. In ELCA understanding, the whole paƩern—Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending—moves toward 

this moment when, blessed and nourished, we are told “Go in peace. Serve the Lord,” or “Remember the poor,” so that worship 
flows directly into daily discipleship and jusƟce-seeking love. The Sending reminds us that what we have received in Word and 

Sacrament is for the life of the world, and that Christ goes with us into every place we live, work, and serve.  
 

 
BenedicƟon  
The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.  
 

Next week’s readings 
1st Reading— Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm—Psalm 80:7-15; 2nd Reading—Philippians 3:4b-14; Gospel: MaƩhew 21:33-46 
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 Sending Song    ChrisƟans sing ending songs, or recessional hymns, to conclude worship with a com-
munal act of faith and to transiƟon back to daily life.             
                 

             Be Thou My Vision                ELW #793 

 

Dismissal 
Go in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  
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